






Applicant Organization: Buried Under the Blue 

Project Title: Community Science Research to Recover and Conservation of the Least Bell’s 

Vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus) Natural Critical Habitat. 

(Bridging Habitats: Uniting Community and Conservation for the Least Bell’s Vireo) 

Budget Description:  Monitoring and Surveying equipment for critical habitat conservation and 

restoration and outreach materials for educational community events. 

 

To: The Greater Cypress Park Neighborhood Council (GCPNC) 

 

History: 

The Project will create valuable updated and fresh database on the Federally and State listed 

(Endangered) California Least Bell’s Vireo “LBVI” (Vireo bellii pusiluss) species and its natural 

critical habitat. The species was listed as Endangered in the 1980 by the CA Department of Fish 

and Game (CDFG), then in 1986 by the US Fish and Wildlife Services. At that time only less 

than 30 nesting pairs existed statewide bringing the species almost to the extinction. Since then, 

the species have recovered extremely slowly, mainly due to the degradation and invasion of 

their riparian habitat. Studies done in 1996 – 2000 showed that less than 240 nesting pairs were 

observed in some of the protected areas, being this the most ever recorded since 1980. Most 

recent studies done in 2020 claim that over 1000 species were observed in some of the 

protected areas, and other not protected riparian habitat areas. 

 

Once common in the North East LA area including the Los Angeles River and its tributaries, the 

LBVI were no longer able to nest – raise offspring due to degradation and invasion of their 

critical habitat by housing, industrial and recreational development, forcing changes on the 

species natural behavior impacting their survival and reproductive ability, limiting efforts for the 

recovery of the species. There are no current or recent plans implemented in the area (NELA) to 

help with the recover and conservation of the Least Bell’s Vireo, which makes any type of 

development in this area a huge threat to the recover-conservation of the species. This project 

will be the first ever to be implemented in the NELA area and surroundings. 

 

Purpose and Intent of the Grant:   

Funding from the NPG will support to create a community science research project to survey, 
study, document and disseminate the existence of the endangered Least Bell’s Vireo (Vireo 
bellii pusillus) in the areas within the boundaries of the Greater Cypress Park NC for the 
purpose of protecting their habitats and identify the devastating effects from the cumulative 
impact produced by the degradation and invasion of natural critical habitat by housing, industrial 
and recreational development projects in environmentally sensitive critical habitat areas that are 
driving the species to the brink of extinction, joining Federal and State efforts to the recover-
conservation of the Species. 

• Facilitate the recovery and conservation of the Least Bell's Vireo (LBVI), an 
endangered bird species native to California, particularly in the Northeast Los 
Angeles (NELA) area. 

• Research and Data Collection: Initiating studies on the LBVI’s migratory patterns, 

nesting, and offspring in the NELA area to update and maintain a comprehensive 
database for conservation strategies. Create a comprehensive community science 
research initiative to garner support from Federal and State representatives in 
conserving the LBVI and its natural critical habitat. 

• Community Engagement and Education: Organizing workshops, events, and 



activities to foster awareness in a fun and inclusive way through art, outdoor 
expeditions, and other activities for children and adults such as birdwatching and 
surveying to encourage and promote learning about and contributing to the recovery 
and conservation of the Least Bell’s Vireo and its habitat.  

• Encourage and promote inclusivity and participation among Disadvantaged and 
Severely Disadvantaged Indigenous and People of Color (IPOC) communities and 
the general public. 

• Habitat Conservation: Collaborating with local and federal agencies and 
Indigenous tribes to secure and protect extensive suitable riparian habitats to 
ensure the species and natural critical habitat recovery, conservation and 
maintenance. 

• Policy Advocacy: Working towards the development and implementation of policies 
to mitigate and avoid the impacts of green-gentrification impacting the disadvantaged 
and severely-disadvantaged Indigenous and people of color (DSD-IPOC) living 
nearby, .and support the preservation of natural habitats and community heritage. 

• Sustainability and Resource Allocation: Coordinating with federal, state and 
city agencies to direct resources towards the creation of biological reserves and 
wildlife refuges, promoting environmental sustainability and community well-
being. 

 



Applicant Organization: Buried Under the Blue 

Project Title: Community Science Research to Recover and Conservation of the Least Bell’s 

Vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus) Natural Critical Habitat. 

(Bridging Habitats: Uniting Community and Conservation for the Least Bell’s Vireo) 

Budget Description:  Monitoring and Surveying equipment for critical habitat conservation and 

restoration and outreach materials for educational community events. 

 

To: The Greater Cypress Park Neighborhood Council (GCPNC) 

 

Budget Item: 

Project title: Bridging Habitats: Uniting Community and Conservation for the Least Bell's Vireo  

Description: Monitoring and surveying equipment for critical habitat restoration and recovery 

and outreach material for educational community events.  

Applicant Organization: Buried Under the Blue 

General Operating and Community Outreach 

Expenses Description Total 

3 Catering $400/event 

(for 3 events within GCPNC 

boundaries) $1,200.00 

2 

motion-activated/night-vision & waterproof 

cameras (for wildlife surveillance)    $400.00 

1 Canon DSLR camera 

(for wildlife 

surveillance/events) $1400.00 

4 SD memory cards (for all cameras) $200.00 

2 CF cards 64GB each 
 

$200.00 

4 pack AA rechargeable batteries & charger 

(for motion-activated 

cameras) $200.00 

1000 Flyers (for event outreach) $150.00 

3 Wildlife photograph posters (for event outreach) $150.00 

500 Brochures (for 500 bird guides) $550.00 

100 Handouts With LBVI/wildlife info $350.00 

250 (LBVI/wildlife stickers) (3 different stickers styles) $200.00 

- 
 

TOTAL $5000.00 

 


