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Meet the Bowtie
Bowtie community engagement process 
presented by Hugo Garcia
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Community Engagement and Outreach Plans

Outreach Purpose

To reach out and engage diverse community stakeholders to obtain their 
opinions on possible amenities and activities at the Bowtie park project.  We 
want to make ensure that GCPNC constituents are provided access to, and a 
voice in the future conceptual design of the park.
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Community Engagement and Outreach Plans

Principal targeted outreach:
To stakeholders from the communities 
that abut the Bowtie project – including 
Glassell Park, Cypress Park, Elysian Valley 
and Atwater Village, although outreach 
will include other adjacent communities. 
Stakeholders include residents, youth, 
faith-based and community 
organizations, agencies, schools, elected 
officials, parks, and others.

Notable outreach to date: 

Glassell Park/Los Feliz Community of Schools, 
Church of the Epiphany, Anahuak Soccer, Glassell 
Park NC, Elysian Valley Arts Collective, Glassell 
Park Recreation Center, LA Mas, Sequoyah HS, 
Super King Market, CD1, Assembly member 
Wendy Carrillo, LA State Historic Park, Elysian 
Valley Riverside NC, Atwater Village NC, Manos 
Que Sobreviven, LAUSD District 5, El Centro del 
Pueblo, Glassell Park Improvement Association, 
Elysian Valley Riverside NC, and now at Greater 
Cypress Park NC.
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English Survey

forms.gle/xy7dCnXojowx3qDr8

https://forms.gle/xy7dCnXojowx3qDr8


The Bowtie / California State Parks / The Nature Conservancy

Our Ask

How can the GCPNC assist with disseminating the Bowtie survey 
to stakeholders manually and/or online?  Can the GCPNC 
connect the Bowtie community engagement team to 
community organizations/events? 
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Contact Information

Hugo Garcia, 
Director of Community Engagement
Bowtie Parcel Project (G-1)
Clockshop
2806 Clearwater Street
Los Angeles, CA 90039

Cell: 323.718.1223

Email: hgarcia4432@gmail.com
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Remediation on the Bowtie 
Demonstration Project 
Environmental conditions presented by Markus 
Niebanck
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My Background
• Geologist/environmental scientist working in California for 30 years.

• Beginning with the CA State Historic Park in 2002 (while it was still called the “Cornfield” 
rail yard), have served communities and agencies in the creation of parks and open 
spaces on land previously used for other purposes.

• In SoCal these projects have included:
• LASHP
• Maywood Riverfront Park
• Wishing Tree (Carson)

• Many communities, especially working-class urban communities, don’t have many 
green places for people to gather and play.  The redevelopment of land abandoned by 
industry – when done right – can deliver park spaces to neighborhoods that need them.
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First Experiences
• Alphabet City in the 1970s didn’t have many green places 

to play (and the ones we did have weren’t super inviting).

• Mrs. Toledano.  My first community garden.
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City Slicker Farms – West Oakland

My second community garden.

Former paint factory and wrecking yard 
in a community with food access and 
nutrition challenges and virtually no 
place to gather and play.

We bought the land, negotiated and 
supervised site cleanup, raised money, 
and built an amazing farm park.

Before – blighted and contaminated.
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City Slicker Farms – West Oakland

After – Remediated.  Reimagined.
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Demonstration Project
• Revitalizing underutilized land for a community purpose.

• Creating a filter for stormwater runoff from an industrial area 
that currently drains right to the LA River.

• Many times, the only way to improve the environmental 
quality of post-industrial “Brownfield” land is by way of 
development.

• Agency-managed, community-engaged projects = better 
outcomes.
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Demonstration Project and Bowtie
• Parcel relationship and “developability”

• Community interests and concerns
• Design elements – what will it look like; how will we be 

able to access and enjoy the location after project 
completion.

• How the work at the Demonstration Project relates to what 
is planned for the rest of Bowtie and Taylor Yard G-2.

• Environmental conditions – past, present and future.
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Demonstration Project and Bowtie Environmental 
Conditions
Understanding environmental – the most important tool used to understand 
environmental conditions and the presence of potentially hazardous substances is 
the historic record.  

How was the property developed, occupied and used over time?  Knowing this 
provides the investigation  with useful tools and a starting place.

1947 19641938
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Demonstration Project and Bowtie Environmental 
Conditions
Episodes of site investigation have occurred on Bowtie and on the Demonstration Project 
sub-parcel.  Additional in-depth assessment planned for Bowtie.

Results of soil testing showed generally low concentrations of materials commonly found in 
urban/transit environments – lead (likely from historic leaded gasoline used by vehicles on roads 
and freeways), arsenic (an element found naturally in most CA soil but also in common 
weed-killer chemicals), and hydrocarbons (from the combustion of coal and diesel fuel by 
locomotives).

Substances are mostly only found in surface and near-surface shallow soil.
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Demonstration Project and Bowtie Environmental 
Conditions
How do the site conditions affect the community – in the past, present and future.

• Distant past – the conditions detected during recent site investigations are likely similar to the 
conditions present during State Parks operations.  During those periods the site was used as a 
roadway, for storage, and for small-scale tenant operations.

• Recent past and present – limited access for vehicles, limited (no longer occurring) community 
member visits, largely vacant and lightly utilized while assessment and planning for future uses 
is ongoing.

• Near future – Demonstration Project construction.
• Further future – Project parcel enjoyment.
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Environmental Condition Management
• Near future – Demonstration Project construction.

• Dust control (wetting, pile covering, managing size of graded areas, etc.),
• Air quality monitoring to ensure effectiveness of dust control measures,
• Stop-work commitment in the event of a control measure failure,
• Traffic planning and control to ensure health and safety of pedestrians and motorists,
• Considerations of design and construction alternatives to minimize truck/equipment trips and 

associated emissions,
• Other measures to be determined.

• Further future – Project parcel enjoyment.
• Post-construction long term site operation and management details to be presented in the 

coming months.
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Thank you!
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Contact information 
Stephanie Campbell, CA State Parks 

Program Manager  for Planning, Public Affairs, and Community Engagement 

stephanie.campbell@parks.ca.gov  

626-298-2281 

Sarai Jimenez , The Nature Conservancy 

External Affairs Outreach Coordinator 

sarai.jimenez@tnc.org  

213-787-9418  

 


